
English II Syllabus

Teacher: Mrs. Rachel Kizziah

E-mail: rkizziah@hardink12.net

Materials Needed: Spiral Notebook, 

pen/pencil, folder

The coursework for English II is evenly distributed between grammar and literature. 
Writing is also a component of both semesters. Students will read short stories, plays, 
poems, novels and study literary elements. The main focus throughout the year will be 
on argument and persuasion. We will use the Serial podcast (season one), 12 Angry 
Men, Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, and Frankenstein as our larger texts. Students will 
be tested on the literature, literary elements, and applying those literary elements to 
the readings. Mini projects and presentations may also be a part of the curriculum and 
will incorporate available technology. 

Class Expectations
● Be one time and be prepared. Not being seated when the bell 

rings will result in a tardy.
● Be respectful to others.
● Use appropriate language.
● Stay seated until the bell rings rather than lining up at the 

door.
● Do your own work. Cheating will result in a failing grade (zero) 

for the assignment.
● Turn in your work on time. If an assignment is not turned in 

when collected, 50% will be deducted. Any work turned in later 
than one day past the due date will not be accepted. Of course, 
an excused absence gives students extra time after returning 
to complete the work missed.

● Be positive,  productive, and responsible.

Unmet Expectations Receive:

1. Verbal warning
2. Verbal warning and call 

to parent/guardian
3. Write up/See principal



Grading System

Classwork/Homework: 5-40 points
Quizzes: 50 points each
Tests: 100 points each
Essays and Presentations: 100 points each
Semester Exams: 20% of semester grade

Classwork/Homework  assignments are given point values according to 
difficulty and amount of time needed to complete. More difficult and 
lengthy assignments will have a higher point value. Grade sheets 
showing assignments completed with points earned and points possible 
will be given out to individual students every 1-2 weeks. These sheets 
also show current overall grades for the class. We will be using Google 
Classroom for some assignments as well.
*Students must pass English II in order to move on to English III. 
Students also must pass all four years of English in order to receive a 
high school diploma.

Tentative Course Outline

Both semesters will focus heavily on argumentative 
writing, speaking and listening skills, and 
evidence-finding abilities.

Reading: Theme focused  readings (stories, poems, 
plays, novels, informational texts, etc.) accompanied 
by assignments, activities, and projects that go along 
with each selection. 
Listening: Podcasts and film
Writing: Argument, persuasion, debate
Grammar: Spelling, vocabulary, punctuation, word 
usage

Big Ideas for Literature Units: 
Facing Difficult Choices, Confronting Monstrosity, 
and Dealing with Justice


